MAKING THE CONNECTION
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FOUR R A ”_WAY OPER ATORS FREQUENT SERVICE is critical to attracting riders who now choose to

drive, or who avoid traveling to denser parts of the region. When inter-
vals between trains drop to 20 minutes or less, passengers can avoid
consulting timetables and just head to the station. This should be the

THREE S TATES standard for all main routes. On the very busiest lines, ten minute

headways are desirable.

INTEGRATED FARES permit travelers to choose the routes that
are in their best interest. When MTA permitted travelers in New

TWO GREAT RAILWAY S TATIONS York City to use buses and subways without paying a second

fare, ridership skyrocketed. Further increases occurred with
the introduction of unlimited ride passes. Similar gains can

0 NE co MPREHENSIVE REGIO N A l. R A ”. SYSTEM pe expected /:f city residents could use regional rail lines, qnd

if suburban riders could transfer to buses and subways with-
out paying extra fares.

THRU RUNNING AT MAJOR STATIONS avoids conflicts between arriv-
Ing and departing trains, increasing capacity and improving efficiency.
Thru running could begin quickly at Penn Station, where the layout al-
ready permits this operation. Making a connection between existing
platforms and tracks at Penn Station and Grand Central, and operating
trains from the new Hudson River rail tunnel through this link, will not
only facilitate train flow, it opens a wealth of new travel opportunities.




